Proceedings of the British Mastitis Conference (2019) Sixways, Worcester, p 63- 64
The Dairy Group, The University of Nottingham, QMMS and BCVA

Nottingham

w University of
-+ UJDDER HEALTH PARAMETERS FROM

@tagious transmission, in the likely origin of udder infections for each herd, based on the clini?

@vironmental patterns of mastitis continue to far outnumber contagious patterns. _/

™) UK SENTINEL HERDS FOR 2018

Katharine A Leach?, James E Breen?, Emma F Puddy?, Al Manning?!, Martin J Green? and
Andrew J Bradley12

1 Quality Milk Management Services Ltd, Cedar Barn, Easton Hill, Easton, Wells, BAS 1DU, UK
2 School of Veterinary Medicine and Science, University of Nottingham, Sutton Bonington Campus, Sutton Bonington, LE12 S5RD, UK

Purpose: The AHDB Dairy Sentinel Herds project aims to monitor trends in clinical and subclinical mast@
over time. Data from 2018 are summarised and compared with data from 2012 to 2017.

Recruitment: Through connections with QMMS Ltd and University of Nottingham, plus additional
veterinary practices to give a geographically representative spread.

Selection Criteria: 1) reliable electronic recording of clinical mastitis; 2) preferably monthly Individual
Cow Somatic Cell Count (ICSCC) recording.

Data: Clinical mastitis cases, and milk recording information including ICSCC, submitted in electronic
format. Key udder health parameters calculated using TotalVet (www.total-vet.co.uk). ‘Implausible’ figures
were removed using specified thresholds, thus reducing n for some indicators.

The AHDB Mastitis Pattern Analysis Tool http://dairy.ahdb.org.uk/mastitis-pattern-tool was used to
determine the relative importance of environmental infection patterns in lactation and the dry period, and

mastitis and SCC data.

Table 1: Key farm indices and udder health indicators - changes between 2017 and 2018

2018 | 2018 | 2017 | % change
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mastitis patterns, with more of
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*None of these changes from 2017 to 2018 were statistically significant {Wilcoxon Rank-Sum Test p > 0.05).
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From 2017 to 2018 there was a trend for reduction in incidence of clinical mastitis. Indicators of udder health
over the dry period based on ICSCC showed slight deterioration. (No differences were statistically significant).
Since 2012 the proportion of cows over 200,000 cells/ml and the proportion of chronically infected cows has
decreased significantly.
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