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4urpose: The AHDB Dairy Sentinel Herds project aims to monitor trends in clinical and subclinical mastitb
over time. Data from 2017 are summarised and compared with 2016 figures.
Recruitment: Via connections with QMMS Ltd and University of Nottingham, plus additional veterinary
practices to give a geographically representative spread.
Requirements: 1) reliable electronic recording of clinical mastitis; 2) preferably monthly Individual Cow
Somatic Cell Count (ICSCC) recording.
Data: Clinical mastitis cases, and milk recording information including ICSCC, submitted in electronic
format. Key udder health parameters calculated using TotalVet (www.total-vet.co.uk). ‘Implausible’ figures
Qere removed using specified thresholds, thus reducing n for some indicators. /

Table 1 Key farm indices and udder health indicators - changes between 2016 and 2017
* .

¥ tast P < 0.05

£l yuars, Mann

_ 2017 | 2017 . 2017 | 2016 | % change | 2017 ‘ 2016 |% change| % herds
n min max_| mean | mean | in mean |median median | in median| improving

115 64 1490 326 315 +3.49 260 250 4.0 N/A

109 4182 13797 8726 8686 +0.46 8825 8818 0.1 N/A

: 112 60 517 173 156 +10.9 157 138 +13.8 22

112 5 124 34.2 38.6 -11.4 28 35 -20.0* 64

112 5 132 37.7 43.0 -12.3 30 38 =21.1% 57

112 0 7.05 0.81 0.87 -6.9 0.63 0.80 -21.3* 56

112 0.42 5.76 191 2021 -13.6 1.77 2.09 =15:3% 68

. 109 1.5 18.7 7.3 7.9 -7.6 6.65 7:5 -11.3 62

108 4.0 39.4 16.1 159 +1.3 14.6 151 =3.3 46

. 108 46.9 100 78.3 76.7 +2.1 79.6 78.0 +2.1 54

108 3.9 45.3 17.5 17 -1.1 15.7 16.1 =2.5 50

108 0.6 32.1 9.1 10.0 -9.0 8.0 9.45 -15.3 50

Figure 1 Relationships between udder health indicators for 2017 and 2016

a) Calculated bulk somatic cell count and clinical mastitis rate

(red lines mark maximum advisory rates)

b} Clinical mastitis of lactation and dry period arigin c) Lactation and dry period new infection rates (based on SCC)
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Key Messages

The majority of udder health indicators improved between 2016 and 2017. Median clinical mastitis rate
decreased by 20%, with a reduction in cases of dry period origin of 21% and lactation origin of 15%.
However, many herds remain above the maximum advisory rates.

Calculated bulk milk SCC increased between 2016 and 2017 but there was no clear relationship between
\_this and clinical mastitis. -/
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