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The AHDB Sentinel Herds Project provides an annual overview of udder health parameters in a cohort of
well recorded herds, with reliable clinical mastitis records and regular individual cow somatic cell counts.

The distribution of herds reflects the national population. 84 herds supplied data for 2022.

Udder health parameters were calculated using TotalVet (QMMS Ltd) and compared with 2016 figures using
the Wilcoxon-Rank test (Table 1). Attributes of herds surviving In the study and those lost were compared
(Table 2, Figure 1). Associations with frequency of recording were investigated (Figure 2, Figure 3).

Table 1: Udder health parameters for 2022 and comparison with 2016
Significance of difference by Wilcoxon sighed-rank test * p < 0.05

Table 2: Number of herds lost from the Sentinel
cohort established in 2016

Mean Median Inter-quartile Median

: Year lost 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Variable N 2022 2022 range 2022 2016
. Reason
Herd size 384 370 284* 207 - 440 260
_ Amalgamated 1
Mean annual rolling 305
day yield (1) 80 9021 | 8788* | 7612 - 10757 8886 Ceased recording , 3
Calculated bulk milk SCC Incompatible
(,000/ml) 82 155 149 116 - 190 141 Lnco P 3 5 1
Clinical mastitis (CM) Insufficient
rate (cows affected /7100 g3 23 3 18* 12.0 — 27.5 32 recordings 6
cows/ year)
Dry period origin CM rate Lost contact 2 2 1
(cows in 12) 83 0.52 | 0.45* 0.32 - 0.62 0.71
: . Poor data quality 4 1
Lactation origin CM rate .
(cows in 12) 83 1.50 | 1.31 0.84 — 1.93 1.96 el , ; . ;
Lactation new infection .
rate (26) 82 5.9 5.4 3.8-7.2 6.8
Dry period new infection 125-
rate (%) 30 13.0 11.7 8.5-154 14.3 Figure 7 - .
Dry period cure rate iNi a5 o _
(O/z/)p 80 782 | 80.9 73.0 - 86.3 82.1 Clinical $ 2100
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Fresh calver infection -
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Key Messages

* Clinical mastitis metrics and some somatic cell count metrics have improved between 2016 and 2022.

 Herds lost from the cohort by 2022 had higher clinical mastitis rates (overall and dry period origin),
lactation new infection rates, and fresh calver infection rates, and lower dry period cure rates in 2016
than those that survived.

* Loss of 10.4% of Sentinel Herds due to sale Is lower than the 17% national reduction iIn number of herds
between 2016 and 2022 (AHDB figures).

* Frequency of milk recording reduced in 2022, likely to be due to financial pressures.

 The higher new infection rate Iin herds recording less often may be an artefact of recording frequency
(Manning et al, Proc. British Mastitis Conference 2022, pp 19 - 20).
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